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EIGHTH MEETING OF THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE. August, 1838. 

Before commencing to report the proceedings of the Statistical Section 
of the Association, it will be expedient to notice certain changes which 
have been made at the present meeting in the constitution of the Ge- 
neral Committee. According to the regulations established last year at 
Liverpool, the Statistical Societies of London and Manchester were 
placed in a separate class by themselves, and were entitled to send only 
three delegates to the General Committee. By the recent regulations 
they are entitled to the same privileges as other philosophical societies, 
of sending three delegates to the General Committee, while the contri- 
butors to their publications are admitted to the same body in like 
manner as the contributors to the transactions of any other philosophical 
society. 

The following are the new laws : — 

1. That there be five classes of persons eligible to the General Com- 
mittee. 

2. The first class to consist of the President, Vice Presidents, and 
other Officers of the Association, past and present, and Authors of Re- 
ports prepared by direction of the Association and published under its 
sanction. 

3. The second class to consist of Members who have communicated 
any paper to a philosophical society, which has been published in its 
transactions, on such a subject as is taken into consideration at the 
Sectional Meetings of the Association. 

4. Office-bearers or delegates, not exceeding three in number, from phi- 
losophical societies publishing transactions, to constitute the third class. 

5. Office-bearers or delegates, not exceeding three in number, from 
philosophical societies established in towns where the Association has 
met, or holds its meetings, to form the fourth class. 

6. Foreigners and other distinguished individuals, whose presence 
might be deemed advisable, nominated in writing by the President and 
the General Secretaries, to form the fifth class. 

Some discussion arose upon the third law, whether the word " Trans- 
actions" would not exclude contributors to the "Journals" of the 
Statistical Society of London and the Royal Geographical Society, upon 
which it was determined, in order to remove this difficulty, that the fol- 
lowing rider should be added to the third, fourth, and fifth laws, viz., 
" The Council having the power to decide upon the interpretation of 
the law in all cases of doubt or difficulty." 

The following extract from the Report of the General Secretaries, 
which was read before the General Meeting on Monday, the 20th 

VOL. I. NO. VI. v 



322 Eighth Meeting of the British Association [October, 

August, also deserves notice, as affording another testimony to the value 
and importance of statistical labours : — 

" The merits of the Statistical Section have already been made mani- 
fest by the collection of a great variety of very important data. On this 
occasion we have to notice a very perspicuous and well-arranged Report, 
which appears in our Transactions, upon the statistics of a large pro- 
vince of Hindostan, which sufficiently proves that a statist who would 
really contribute to the advancement of statistical science by collecting 
facts in distant regions must possess no slight qualifications. In vain, 
in the absence of other branches of essential knowledge, may he accu- 
mulate half-digested and ill-assorted observations; he must also com- 
bine, as in the person of Colonel Sykes, the acquirements of the na- 
turalist and geologist with those of an accomplished soldier and of a 
man of general information." 

" The accumulation of such facts is obviously a very fit part of the 
labours of this Association, for they prove statistics to be truly a science 
of method. This science occupies the same relation to political eco- 
nomy, in its most comprehensive sense, which astronomical observations 
held relatively to astronomy, before the discoveries of mechanical philo- 
sophy enabled recent philosophers to make those early observations per- 
form a mighty part in testing the great primal truths of physical philo- 
sophy, and applying them to explain, and even to predict, the varied 
motions and phenomena of the earth and heavens. Such a stage there 
must be in every inductive science — one in which immediate straining 
after comprehensive truths would be rash, while the marshalling and 
classing phenomena is a task full of usefulness and hope. Those only 
who mistake the stage of discovery in which statistical observers are 
now placed, who do not see that, at present, observation without prema- 
ture speculation is the one and necessary step towards wise truths, will 
either be impatient to weave rash theories from our present imperfect 
materials, or to scoff at the unscientific character of those who labour 
patiently to increase and arrange them. The analogy between the early 
stages of astronomy and the actual position of statistics might be made 
more complete. The secular character of many classes of statistical 
observations necessary to elucidate difficulties and disentangle truth 
might be easily demonstrated ; but enough has been said for the purpose 
of indicating the really scientific character of this useful branch of our 
Institution." 

The Statistical Section commenced its proceedings on Monday, the 20th 
August, having the following gentlemen for its Officers and Committee : — 

President. — Lieut.-Col. Sykes, F.S.S. 

Vice-Presidents.— Sir C. Lemon, Bart., M.P., F.S.S. ; G. R. Porter, Esq., F.S.S. ; 
Charles William Bigge, Esq. 

Secretaries. — James Heywood, Esq., F.S.S.; W. Rainer Wood, Esq.; William 
Cargill, Esq. 

Committee. — John Bowring, LL.D., F.S.S. ; Major-Gen. Briggs, F.S.S. ; William 
Henry Charlton, Esq ; William Felkin, Esq., F.S.S.; S.imuel Hare, Esq.; 
L. Hindmarsh, Esq. ; James Losh, Esq.; Rev. Joseph M'Alister; C. G. L. 
Menteith, Esq. ; John Minter Morgan, Esq., F.S.S.; Rawson W. Rawson, 
Esq., F.S.S.; Sir Matthew White Kidley, Bart. ; Henry Romilly, Esq. ; John 
Shuttleworth, Esq. ; William Cook Taylor, LL.D., F.S.S. ; James Aspinall 
Tamer, Esq.; Samuel Turner, Esq.; Rev. William Turner, iun. ; W. L. 
Wharton, Esq. ; G. W. Wood, Esq., M.P., F.S.S. 
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As some difficulty may be found in publishing the papers brought 
before the Section in the same order in which they were read, the sub- 
joined abstract is given of the proceedings of each day : — 

Monday, 20th August. 
1. — Police Returns of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, by Mr. John Stephens, 

Superintendent of Police. [Page 324.] 
2. — A Statistical View of Mining Industry in France, by G. R. Porter, 

Esq., F.S.S., &c. [Page 326.] 
3.— Statistics of Vitality in Cadiz, by Lt.-Col. Sykes.F.S.S. [Page 337.] 

Tuesday, 21st August. 

1 . — Statistical Illustrations of the Principal Universities of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, by the Rev. Henry Longueville Jones, M.A. 
Presented by James Heywood, Esq., F.S.S.* 

2. — Educational, Criminal, and other Statistics of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
by Wm. Cargill, Esq., Secretary to the Educational Society of 
Newcastle. [Page 355.] 

3. — The State of Agriculture, and Condition of the Agricultural La- 
bourers, in the Northern Division of Northumberland, by L. 
Hindmarsh, Esq., of Alnwick.* 

Wednesday, 22nd August. 

1. — An Account of the Changes and Present Condition of the Popula- 
tion of New Zealand, by Saxe Bannister, Esq. [Page 362.] 

2. — Fires in London, by Rawson W. Rawson, Esq., F.S.S.t 

3. — A Statistical Notice of the Asylum for the Blind, at Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, by the Rev. Joseph M'Alister. [Page 377.] 

4. — An Account of the Accommodation in Churches and Chapels within 
the Parish of All-Saints, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. [Page 379.] 

Thursday, 23rd August. 

1. — A Letter from Dr. Potter, of the United States, transmitting the 
last Annual Report of the Regents of the University of the State 
of New York. [Page 383.] 

2.-— An Abstract of the Second Report of Railway Commissioners for 
Ireland, by Rawson W. Rawson, Esq., F.S.S., with Maps and 
Illustrations by Richard Griffith, Esq. J 

3.— Statistical Tables of Nine Principal Collieries in the County of Dur- 
ham, by W. L. Wharton, Esq. [Page 380.] 

4.— An Account of the Darton Collieries Club, by T.Wilson, Esq., F.S.S.* 

5, — Statistics of the Working Classes in the Township of Hyde, in 
Cheshire, by Wm. Felkin, Esq., F.S.S.* 
Friday, 2ith August. 

1. — A Statistical Report of the Parish of Bellingham, in Northumber- 
land, by William Henry Charlton, Esq.* 

2.— Outline of Subjects. for Statistical Enquiries, by Samuel Hare, Esq.* 

3. — Statistics of Ramsbottom, near Bury, in Lancashire, by P. M. 
M'Dowall, Esq.* 

4.— General Statistics of Cadiz, by Lieut.-Col. Sykes, F.S.S. [Page 337.] 

5.— A Statistical Table of Crime in Ireland, by Jeffries Kingsley, Esq.* 

* To appear in a future Number. 

+ See Journal, No. V. (Sept.), p. 283. J Ibid., p. 257. 
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Of the foregoing papers, the Abstract of the Report of the Irish Rail- 
way Commission, and the Account of Fires in London, have appeared in 
the last number of this Journal. Of the remainder it will be perceived, 
that seven relate to the Statistics of Newcastle or its vicinity; and to this 
may be added Mr. Buddie's Paper on the Newcastle Coal-field, which 
was read in the Geological Section. This fact may be adduced as a 
striking illustration of the advantages likely to be produced by the 
Statistical Section, in inducing individuals to collect the statistics of 
those neighbourhoods in which the Association is likely to hold its 
meetings, and it would be unjust to omit to mention that at no previous 
meeting of the Association have so many papers relating to the sta- 
tistics of the locality been brought forward. 

The recommendations of grants proposed by the Committee of the 
Statistical Section, and adopted by the General Committee, are three 
in number. 

1st, 150/. for continuing inquiries into the actual state of schools in 
England, considered merely as to numerical analysis : the Committee 
to consist of Sir C. Lemon, Bart., M.P., Lieut.-Col. Sykes, and G. R. 
Porter, Esq. 

2nd, 100/. for a continuation of enquiries into the state of the work- 
ing classes in England, specified in the form of numerical tables ; the 
Committee consisting of Sir C. Lemon, Bart, M.P., Lieut.-Col. Sykes, 
and G. R. Porter, Esq. 

3rd, 50/. for enquiries into the Statistics of the Collieries upon the 
Tyne and Wear, to be conducted by a local Committee, consisting of 
William Cargill.Esq., JohnBuddle, Esq., W.L.Wharton,Esq.,T.Forster, 
Esq., and Thomas Wilson, Esq., with power to add to their number. 



Abstract of a Return of Prisoners coming under the Cognizance of 
the Police of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, during the Ten Months from 
the 2nd of October, 1837, to the 2nd of August, 1838. By Mr. 
John Stephens, Superintendent of Police. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association, 20M August, 1838.] 
Prisoners tried at Assizes and Sessions . . . {Jj£ n „j^| 20 

Total 101 

Prisoners summarily disposed of by Magistrates { d^ ' 6 ^ 'sgn 

2067 

Total 2168 

Persons summoned for offences under the Bye (Convicted 284 
Laws, Town Improvement Act, Beer Acts, &c. I Discharged 98 

382 

Total ............ 2550 

Of the 2168 prisoners tried by jury or magistrates, 261 are stated to be 
strangers to the town, or trampers travelling about the country. The 
number transported was 23; one had died, and 166 had disappeared 
from the cognizance of the police by other and unknown means. 71 are 
reported to have betaken themselves to honest and creditable means of 



